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Cultural Realism is an in-depth study of premodern Chinese strategic thought that has important implications
for contemporary international relations theory. In applying a Western theoretical debate to China, Iain
Johnston advances rigorous procedures for testing for the existence and influence of ""strategic culture.""
Johnston sets out to answer two empirical questions. Is there a substantively consistent and temporally
persistent Chinese strategic culture? If so, to what extent has it influenced China's approaches to security?
The focus of his study is the Ming dynasty's grand strategy against the Mongols (1368-1644). First Johnston
examines ancient military texts as sources of Chinese strategic culture, using cognitive mapping, symbolic
analysis and congruence tests to determine whether there is a consistent grand strategic preference ranking
across texts that constitutes a single strategic culture. Then he applies similar techniques to determine the
effect of the strategic culture on the strategic preferences of the Ming decision makers. Finally, he assesses
the effect of these preferences on Ming policies towards the Mongol ""threat."" The findings of this book
challenge dominant interpretations of traditional Chinese strategic thought. They suggest also that the roots
of realpolitik are ideational and not predominantly structural. The results lead to the surprising conclusion
that there may be, in fact, fewer cross-national differences in strategic culture than proponents of the
""strategic culture"" approach think.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Cultural
realism: strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history (Chinese Edition)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Lee Nelson:

The book Cultural realism: strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history (Chinese Edition) make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Cultural realism: strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history (Chinese Edition) to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
Cultural realism: strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history (Chinese Edition). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Micah Clark:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Cultural realism: strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history (Chinese
Edition) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Debbie Yarborough:

The book untitled Cultural realism: strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese history (Chinese Edition)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.
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