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Folks all over West Texas and eastern New Mexico will tell you: Cowdens have been ranching here for as
long as anyone can remember.

The Cowdens, in fact, have been at the forefront of the cattle business for 150 years. Arriving in Texas in the
1850s, Cowden men and women raised and trailed cattle, sought out water and better grazing land, tangled
with Comanches—and helped extend the western line of Anglo settlement as they raised their families. They
eventually moved to New Mexico, where they established the renowned JAL Ranch.

Award-winning writer Michael Pettit, a Cowden descendant and former rancher, offers a compelling portrait
of this genuine American ranching family. Riding for the Brand spans six generations and two states to serve
up a real slice of the Old West, complete with cowboys and Indians, cattle and buffalo, open range and
barbed wire.

Pettit skillfully blends family saga with an urbanite’s firsthand look at life on today’s 50,000-acre Cowden
Ranch, where the one dependable factor is the constant wind. Riding for the Brand traces the evolution of the
Texas and New Mexico cattle business from the era of intimate ranching communities to today’s oil-enriched
or corporate operations. But it’s also the story of one man’s search for identity through his connections to a
family, a place, and a way of life.
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Riding for the
Brand: 150 Years of Cowden Ranching. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Daniel Kirk:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the guide untitled Riding for the Brand: 150 Years of Cowden Ranching can be fine book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Cassandra Giron:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Riding for the Brand: 150 Years of Cowden Ranching. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Wilda Baeza:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Riding for the Brand: 150 Years of Cowden Ranching we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Riding for the
Brand: 150 Years of Cowden Ranching. You can more desirable than now.
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