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The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the
relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as
mechanized warfare and mass death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--
modernism in the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical thoughts about economics and
society--and in so doing shattered the faith in rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since
the Enlightenment. With The First World War, John Keegan, one of our most eminent military historians,
fulfills a lifelong ambition to write the definitive account of the Great War for our generation.

Probing the mystery of how a civilization at the height of its achievement could have propelled itself into
such a ruinous conflict, Keegan takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned
heads (all of them related to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts to defuse the
crisis. He reveals how, by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and communication, a bilateral dispute grew to
engulf an entire continent.

But the heart of Keegan's superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military conflict. With unequalled
authority and insight, he recreates the nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun,
the Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics employed,
particularly the contributions of geography and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is the human
aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who oversaw the tragically
unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned warmakers
such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy for those
whose individual efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab,
undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms
tolerable."

By the end of the war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had
collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation ex-tended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly
informs the politics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast and
terrible conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history.

With 24 pages of photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text
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From reader reviews:

Jean Gadson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The First World War?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mark Shanks:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The First World War
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kay Roberts:

Here thing why this specific The First World War are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The First World
War giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no reserve that similar with The First World War. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The First World War in e-book can be your
option.

Beatrice Blakely:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
First World War when you required it?
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