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Part of the enduring fascination of the Salem witch trials is the fact that, to date, no one theory has been able
to fully explain the events that ravaged Salem in 1692. Countless causes, from ergot-infected rye to actual
demonic posession, have been offered to explain why the accusations and erratic behavior of seven village
girls left hundreds accused, over 20 dead, and the townspeople of eastern Massachusetts shaken. Through a
multitude of resources, this authoritative reference guide explores the Salem Witchcraft episode, including
the religious and political climate in Puritan New England, and accessibly summarizes the major
interpretations of, and reactions to, the events, from the seventeenth century until the present day.
Biographical sketches of each person central to the events—including afflicted girls, victims, ministers, and
magistrates—add a human element, and primary document excerpts—including petitions, letters, and
revealing testimony—give a firsthand glimpse of the proceedings in the players' own words. A chronology of
events, a glossary of terms, an annotated bibliography, and over 25 photos make this a must-have resource
for students of American history, criminal justice, gender issues, and culture.

A must-have for any student of American history, this resource gives a unique glimpse into the 17th century
politics, religious culture, and gender issues that created the Salem witchcraft episode, and gives context to
an impact that still resonates today, in everything from modern political life to popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide. Try to face
the book The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ginger Beals:

The book The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kathleen Jones:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Salem Witch Trials: A
Reference Guide.

Pedro Lewis:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference Guide we can take more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Salem Witch Trials: A Reference
Guide. You can more inviting than now.
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