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The traditional story of Renaissance painting is one of inexorable progress toward the exact representation of
the real and visible. Georges Didi-Huberman disrupts this story with a new look--and a new way of looking--
at the fifteenth-century painter Fra Angelico. In doing so, he alters our understanding of both early
Renaissance art and the processes of art history.

A Florentine painter who took Dominican vows, Fra Angelico (1400-1455) approached his work as a largely
theological project. For him, the problems of representing the unrepresentable, of portraying the divine and
the spiritual, mitigated the more secular breakthroughs in imitative technique. Didi-Huberman explores Fra
Angelico's solutions to these problems--his use of color to signal approaching visibility, of marble to recall
Christ's tomb, of paint drippings to simulate (or stimulate) holy anointing. He shows how the painter
employed emptiness, visual transformation, and displacement to give form to the mystery of faith.

In the work of Fra Angelico, an alternate strain of Renaissance painting emerges to challenge rather than
reinforce verisimilitude. Didi-Huberman traces this disruptive impulse through theological writings and
iconographic evidence and identifies a widespread tradition in Renaissance art that ranges from Giotto's
break with Byzantine image-making well into the sixteenth century. He reveals how the techniques that
served this ultimately religious impulse may have anticipated the more abstract characteristics of modern art,
such as color fields, paint spatterings, and the absence of color.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Foxworth:

The book untitled Fra Angelico: Dissemblance and Figuration is the guide that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Fra
Angelico: Dissemblance and Figuration from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Eleanor Gomez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Fra Angelico:
Dissemblance and Figuration that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Fra Angelico: Dissemblance and Figuration become
your starter.

Ryan Harrison:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Fra Angelico: Dissemblance and Figuration this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Melissa Cox:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Fra Angelico: Dissemblance and Figuration we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Fra Angelico:
Dissemblance and Figuration. You can more inviting than now.
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