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In the dazzling global metropolis of Shanghai, what has it meant to call this city home? In this account?part
microhistory, part memoir?Jie Li salvages intimate recollections by successive generations of inhabitants of
two vibrant, culturally mixed Shanghai alleyways from the Republican, Maoist, and post-Mao eras.
Exploring three dimensions of private life?territories, artifacts, and gossip?Li re-creates the sounds, smells,
look, and feel of home over a tumultuous century.

First built by British and Japanese companies in 1915 and 1927, the two homes at the center of this narrative
were located in an industrial part of the former "International Settlement." Before their recent demolition,
they were nestled in Shanghai's labyrinthine alleyways, which housed more than half of the city's population
from the Sino-Japanese War to the Cultural Revolution. Through interviews with her own family members
as well as their neighbors, classmates, and co-workers, Li weaves a complex social tapestry reflecting the
lived experiences of ordinary people struggling to absorb and adapt to major historical change. These voices
include workers, intellectuals, Communists, Nationalists, foreigners, compradors, wives, concubines, and
children who all fought for a foothold and haven in this city, witnessing spectacles so full of farce and pathos
they could only be whispered as secret histories.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Davis:

With other case, little people like to read book Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese
Culture). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese Culture). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Larry Parker:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Shanghai Homes:
Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese Culture) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese
Culture)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Gloria Eller:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Shanghai Homes:
Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese Culture) provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Melissa Cox:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of
Private Life (Global Chinese Culture) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.
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