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When Charles Dickens died in 1870, The Times of London successfully campaigned for his burial in
Westminster Abbey, the final resting place of England's kings and heroes. Thousands flocked to mourn the
best recognized and loved man of nineteenth-century England. His books had made them laugh, shown them
the squalor and greed of English life, and also the power of personal virtue and the strength of ordinary
people. In his last years Dickens drew adoring crowds to his public appearances, had met presidents and
princes, and had amassed a fortune.

Like a hero from his novels, Dickens trod a hard path to greatness. Born into a modest middle-class family,
his young life was overturned when his profligate father was sent to debtors' prison and Dickens was forced
into harsh and humiliating factory work. Yet through these early setbacks he developed his remarkable eye
for all that was absurd, tragic, and redemptive in London life. He set out to succeed, and with extraordinary
speed and energy made himself into the greatest English novelist of the century.

Years later Dickens's daughter wrote to the author George Bernard Shaw, "If you could make the public
understand that my father was not a joyous, jocose gentleman walking about the world with a plum pudding
and a bowl of punch, you would greatly oblige me." Seen as the public champion of household harmony,
Dickens tore his own life apart, betraying, deceiving, and breaking with friends and family while he pursued
an obsessive love affair.

Charles Dickens: A Life gives full measure to Dickens's heroic stature—his huge virtues both as a writer and
as a human being— while observing his failings in both respects with an unblinking eye. Renowned literary
biographer Claire Tomalin crafts a story worthy of Dickens's own pen, a comedy that turns to tragedy as the
very qualities that made him great—his indomitable energy, boldness, imagination, and
showmanship—finally destroyed him. The man who emerges is one of extraordinary contradictions, whose
vices and virtues were intertwined as surely as his life and his art.
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From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and important the book Charles Dickens: A Life. All type of book are
you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jerry Day:

This Charles Dickens: A Life book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Charles Dickens: A Life without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Charles Dickens: A Life can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Charles
Dickens: A Life having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Gale Gibbs:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Charles Dickens: A Life can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Teresa Randall:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is Charles Dickens: A Life. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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