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The conventional wisdom is that the founders were avid death penalty supporters. In this fascinating and
insightful examination of America’s Eighth Amendment, law professor John D. Bessler explodes this myth
and shows the founders’ conflicting and ambivalent views on capital punishment. Cruel and Unusual takes
the reader back in time to show how the indiscriminate use of executions gave way to a more enlightened
approach—one that has been evolving ever since. While shedding important new light on the U.S.
Constitution’s “cruel and unusual punishments” clause, Bessler explores the influence of Cesare Beccaria’s
essay, On Crimes and Punishments, on the Founders’ views, and the transformative properties of the
Fourteenth Amendment, which made the Bill of Rights applicable to the states. After critiquing the U.S.
Supreme Court’s existing case law, this essential volume argues that America’s death penalty—a vestige of a
bygone era in which ear cropping and other gruesome corporal punishments were thought
acceptable—should be declared unconstitutional.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the Founders'
Eighth Amendment. Try to make the book Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the
Founders' Eighth Amendment as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Thersa Davenport:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the
Founders' Eighth Amendment can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Wilda Alexander:

Beside this kind of Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment
in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the
Founders' Eighth Amendment because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

Julio Canfield:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore this Cruel and Unusual: The American Death Penalty and the Founders' Eighth Amendment can
make you experience more interested to read.
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