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Abraham Lincoln is chiefly remembered for two historic achievements: he freed the slaves, and he saved the
Union. That Lincoln did these things is not controversial. What is controversial is the connection between the
moral and constitutional aspects of these achievements. Lincoln refused to see pro-Union and antislavery
principles as exclusive, and thus he would not uphold one set of principles to the exclusion of the other or
allow one to serve in the other’s place.

Lincoln’s opponents of the time denied these connections. They felt obliged to take sides and to choose
between morality and the law. In Lincoln’s Defense of Politics, Thomas E. Schneider examines six key
figures from among the two groups that were Lincoln’s opponents: the states’ rights
constitutionalists—Alexander H. Stephens, John C. Calhoun, and George Fitzhugh—and the
abolitionists—Henry David Thoreau, William Lloyd Garrison, and Frederick Douglass.

Lincoln differed from both groups in his political attitude toward the question of slavery. He made it clear
that he regarded his own approach as more comprehensive than the more narrowly focused constitutional and
moral ones favored by his opponents. Schneider uses the men from each of these groups to illustrate the
broad significance of the slavery question and to shed light upon the importance of political considerations in
public decision making.

Secession and war deprived Abraham Lincoln of the opportunity to demonstrate to the South that while he
was opposed to any further extension of slavery, he bore no feelings of ill will toward the southern people.
Lincoln did not expect southerners to concur with his party’s view of slavery as morally wrong, but he called
on them as “national men” to consider whether sectional harmony was likely to be restored on any basis
other than the one proposed by the Republicans. Slavery, he believed, was the only thing that could threaten
the integrity of the nation.

Lincoln’s Defense of Politics is not primarily a work of history but a consideration of historical alternatives
on their merits. It addresses itself to a question of perennial interest and significance: what is the nature and
value of politics? Political theorists as well as students and scholars of American political thought will find
this work of particular importance.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Gaston:

The book Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The
Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY)? A number of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The
Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) has simple shape
but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Anita Jones:

Here thing why this particular Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis
Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His
Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY). It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Lincoln's Defense of
Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) in
e-book can be your option.

Isaias McGee:

This Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES
OF BLUE & GRAY) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in
the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.



Deborah Ryan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His
Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Lincoln's Defense of
Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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