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In this sweeping and richly illustrated history, S. Frederick Starr tells the fascinating but largely unknown
story of Central Asia's medieval enlightenment through the eventful lives and astonishing accomplishments
of its greatest minds--remarkable figures who built a bridge to the modern world. Because nearly all of these
figures wrote in Arabic, they were long assumed to have been Arabs. In fact, they were from Central Asia--
drawn from the Persianate and Turkic peoples of a region that today extends from Kazakhstan southward
through Afghanistan, and from the easternmost province of Iran through Xinjiang, China.

Lost Enlightenment recounts how, between the years 800 and 1200, Central Asia led the world in trade and
economic development, the size and sophistication of its cities, the refinement of its arts, and, above all, in
the advancement of knowledge in many fields. Central Asians achieved signal breakthroughs in astronomy,
mathematics, geology, medicine, chemistry, music, social science, philosophy, and theology, among other
subjects. They gave algebra its name, calculated the earth's diameter with unprecedented precision, wrote the
books that later defined European medicine, and penned some of the world's greatest poetry. One scholar,
working in Afghanistan, even predicted the existence of North and South America--five centuries before
Columbus. Rarely in history has a more impressive group of polymaths appeared at one place and time. No
wonder that their writings influenced European culture from the time of St. Thomas Aquinas down to the
scientific revolution, and had a similarly deep impact in India and much of Asia.

Lost Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of achievement, seeks to explain its rise, and explores the
competing theories about the cause of its eventual demise. Informed by the latest scholarship yet written in a
lively and accessible style, this is a book that will surprise general readers and specialists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Furr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab
Conquest to Tamerlane. Try to make the book Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab
Conquest to Tamerlane as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Leon King:

Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane yet doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Karl Irwin:

This Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden Age from the Arab
Conquest to Tamerlane in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Lorraine Michael:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lost Enlightenment: Central Asia's Golden
Age from the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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