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The "progressive" reading of history focuses on two major antecedents for the origins of the United States'
1898 war with Spain: the 1896 presidential election and the Hearst-Pulitzer press war that, reportedly,
generated an irresistible clamor from an "aroused public." Underlying those narratives are two very different
theoretical frameworks: a class-dominance view and that of the mass society. Volume 1 of President
McKinley, War and Empire assesses the adequacy of those readings.

In the 1896 election the Republicans, led by William McKinley, were challenged by William Jennings
Bryan, a radical and an inflationist, who had defeated the conservative leaders of the Democratic Party. The
Bryanites portrayed the 1896 election as a struggle between "Wall Street" and "the people." McKinley was
portrayed as a docile, pliable figure whose campaign was directed by an adept Ohio business magnate, Mark
Hanna. The McKinley victory meant that "big business" was now "in control."

The Cuban insurgency, begun in 1895, gained attention and support from the American newspapers. This
began with a circulation war in New York City, with Hearst and Pulitzer publishing "sensational" reports
about the struggle in Cuba. The resulting public clamor, it is said, overwhelmed the members of the
legislative and executive branches. McKinley and his advisors fended off those demands as best they could
but, following the sinking of the Maine, he conceded and asked Congress to authorize intervention.

This work provides an original assessment of those long-standing claims, the basic elements of the
progressive history. It reviews McKinley's biography, principally the events leading up to his election
victory, including discussion of Hanna's role. It then examines the events leading up to the war. Studies of
press content are reviewed and new material is introduced. The work also argues that two other factors were
decisive: the efforts of an adept Cuban pressure group and partisan politics. The theoretical implications are
explored and an alternative framework, elitism, is argued. The result is a different, a more complex view of
the origins of the war.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book President McKinley,
War and Empire: President McKinley and the Coming of War, 1898 (American Presidents (Transaction
Hardcover)). All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Frank Dawson:

The event that you get from President McKinley, War and Empire: President McKinley and the Coming of
War, 1898 (American Presidents (Transaction Hardcover)) could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but President McKinley, War and Empire: President McKinley and the Coming of
War, 1898 (American Presidents (Transaction Hardcover)) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular President McKinley, War and Empire: President
McKinley and the Coming of War, 1898 (American Presidents (Transaction Hardcover)) instantly.

Martin McDaniel:

The book President McKinley, War and Empire: President McKinley and the Coming of War, 1898
(American Presidents (Transaction Hardcover)) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book President McKinley, War and Empire: President McKinley and the Coming of
War, 1898 (American Presidents (Transaction Hardcover)) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dolores Wade:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the President McKinley, War and Empire: President McKinley and the Coming of War, 1898



(American Presidents (Transaction Hardcover)) when you needed it?
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