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In a midcentury American cultural episode forgotten today, intellectuals of all schools shared a belief that
human nature was under threat. The immediate result was a glut of dense, abstract books on the "nature of
man." But the dawning "age of the crisis of man," as Mark Greif calls it, was far more than a historical
curiosity. In this ambitious intellectual and literary history, Greif recovers this lost line of thought to show
how it influenced society, politics, and culture before, during, and long after World War II.

During the 1930s and 1940s, fears of the barbarization of humanity energized New York intellectuals,
Chicago protoconservatives, European Jewish émigrés, and native-born bohemians to seek "re-
enlightenment," a new philosophical account of human nature and history. After the war this effort diffused,
leading to a rebirth of modern human rights and a new power for the literary arts.

Critics' predictions of a "death of the novel" challenged writers to invest bloodless questions of human nature
with flesh and detail. Hemingway, Faulkner, and Richard Wright wrote flawed novels of abstract man.
Succeeding them, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Flannery O'Connor, and Thomas Pynchon constituted a new
guard who tested philosophical questions against social realities--race, religious faith, and the rise of
technology--that kept difference and diversity alive.

By the 1960s, the idea of "universal man" gave way to moral antihumanism, as new sensibilities and social
movements transformed what had come before. Greif's reframing of a foundational debate takes us beyond
old antagonisms into a new future, and gives a prehistory to the fractures of our own era.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

The book The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 will bring one to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and
Fiction in America, 1933-1973 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Paul Erdmann:

The e-book with title The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Jeannine Ricks:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 can make
you sense more interested to read.

Virginia Doak:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 when you required it?
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