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Historians have long maintained that the rise of the British empire brought an end to the great age of piracy,
turning the once violent Atlantic frontier into a locus of orderly commerce by 1730. In this book, Guy Chet
reassesses that view by documenting the persistence of piracy, smuggling, and other forms of illegal trade
throughout the eighteenth century despite ongoing governmental campaigns to stamp it out. The failure of
the Royal Navy to police oceanic trade reflected the state's limited authority and legitimacy at port, in the
courts, and in the hearts and minds of Anglo-American constituents.

Chet shows how the traditional focus on the growth of the modern state overlooked the extent to which old
attitudes and cultural practices continued to hold sway. Even as the British government extended its naval,
legal, and bureaucratic reach, in many parts of the Atlantic world illegal trade was not only tolerated but
encouraged. In part this was because Britain's constabulary command of the region remained more tenuous
than some have suggested, and in part because maritime insurance and wartime tax policies ensured that
piracy and smuggling remained profitable. When Atlantic piracy eventually waned in the early nineteenth
century, it had more to do with a reduction in its profitability at port than with forceful confrontation at sea.

Challenging traditional accounts that chronicle forces of civilization taming a wild Atlantic frontier, this
book is a valuable addition to a body of borderlands scholarship reevaluating the relationship between the
emerging modern state and its imperial frontiers.
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From reader reviews:

Hugo Mann:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Ocean Is a Wilderness:
Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 giving you an additional experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Kline:

This The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word
or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of
State Authority, 1688-1856 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Loren Hatfield:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic
Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 can give you a lot of friends because by you considering
this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
We should have The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856.

Irma Chavez:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make



an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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