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The sudden dissolution of the Soviet Union altered the routines, norms, celebrations, and shared
understandings that had shaped the lives of Russians for generations. It also meant an end to the state-
sponsored, nonmonetary support that most residents had lived with all their lives. How did Russians make
sense of these historic transformations? Serguei Alex. Oushakine offers a compelling look at postsocialist
life in Russia.

In Barnaul, a major industrial city in southwestern Siberia that has lost 25 percent of its population since
1991, many Russians are finding that what binds them together is loss and despair. The Patriotism of Despair
examines the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet Union, graphically described in spray paint by a graffiti
artist in Barnaul: "We have no Motherland." Once socialism disappeared as a way of understanding the
world, what replaced it in people's minds? Once socialism stopped orienting politics and economics, how did
capitalism insinuate itself into routine practices?

Oushakine offers a compelling look at postsocialist life in noncosmopolitan Russia. He introduces readers to
the "neocoms": people who mourn the loss of the Soviet economy and the remonetization of transactions that
had not involved the exchange of cash during the Soviet era. Moving from economics into military conflict
and personal loss, Oushakine also describes the ways in which veterans of the Chechen war and mothers of
soldiers who died there have connected their immediate experiences with the country's historical disruptions.
The country, the nation, and traumatized individuals, Oushakine finds, are united by their vocabulary of
shared pain.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Benedict:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Patriotism of Despair: Nation, War, and Loss in Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism), you
can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a book.

Helen Leavitt:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go through. The
Patriotism of Despair: Nation, War, and Loss in Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Christopher Hickman:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually The Patriotism of Despair: Nation, War, and Loss in Russia
(Culture and Society after Socialism). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Jose Garcia:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this The Patriotism of Despair: Nation, War, and Loss in Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can
make you feel more interested to read.
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