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What are the origins of the idea of human rights and universal human dignity? How can we most fully
understand?and realize?these rights going into the future? In The Sacredness of the Person, internationally
renowned sociologist and social theorist Hans Joas tells a story that differs from conventional narratives by
tracing the concept of human rights back to the Judeo-Christian tradition or, alternately, to the secular French
Enlightenment. While drawing on sociologists such as Émile Durkheim, Max Weber, and Ernst Troeltsch,
Joas sets out a new path, proposing an affirmative genealogy in which human rights are the result of a
process of "sacralization" of every human being.

According to Joas, every single human being has increasingly been viewed as sacred. He discusses the
abolition of torture and slavery, once common practice in the pre-18th century west, as two milestones in
modern human history. The author concludes by portraying the emergence of the UN Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948 as a successful process of value generalization. Joas demonstrates that the history of human
rights cannot adequately be described as a history of ideas or as legal history, but as a complex
transformation in which diverse cultural traditions had to be articulated, legally codified, and assimilated into
practices of everyday life. The sacralization of the person and universal human rights will only be secure in
the future, warns Joas, through continued support by institutions and society, vigorous discourse in their
defense, and their incarnation in everyday life and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Jena Alvarez:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Sacredness of the Person: A New
Genealogy of Human Rights will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Francis Rutland:

The e-book untitled The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Sacredness of the Person: A New
Genealogy of Human Rights from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Patricia Skinner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Sacredness of the
Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Kori Pierson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So
, this The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights can make you feel more interested
to read.
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