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Through Narcissus Glass Darkly presents a genealogy and critique of the ideal of conscience in modern
philosophical theology, particularly in the writings of Hobbes, Rousseau, and Kant. It shows why the
apparently emancipatory rejection of heteronomy compromised the ideal of self-legislated freedom. David
Pacini argues that, despite its advocacy of the popular political value of common understanding, the modern
religion of conscience has become the Achilles heel of both Kantian and Freudian thought. It is doomed to
succumb to its own fundamentally narcissistic or self-relating orientation. Avoiding the tenacious clich that
the luminaries of modern philosophy simply replaced God with the self, David Pacini argues that the modern
religion of conscience emerges out of afar more radical kind of disenchantment, one in which both God and
self are de-divinized. Bereft of divinity, the God of modernity becomes empty; the self of modernity, inits
autonomy, becomes hopelessly tied to dissociation from origins and to loss of aworld. Left only to itself, the
conscientious individual has only the world it legitimates through self-relating. But given that any other
world isinconceivable, the conscientious individual can never know whether itsworld isjust or merely the
expression of self-interest. Paradoxically, Pacini argues, the most formidable proponents of the modern
religion of conscience share with their critics acommon problem: the self-legislating self has become both
indispensable and impossible within much of modern philosophy and theology. This unique and
interdisciplinary interpretation of conscience makes an important contribution for scholars and students of
modern philosophy, Christian theology, psychoanalytic theory, and literary criticism.
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From reader reviews:
Kathy Natal:

Here thing why that Through Narcissus Glass Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Through Narcissus Glass Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but thereis no
book that similar with Through Narcissus Glass Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience. It givesyou
thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of Through Narcissus Glass Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience in e-book can be your aternate.

Gloria Eller:

The actual book Through Narcissus Glass Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Through Narcissus Glass
Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Natalie Renz:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Through Narcissus Glass Darkly: The Modern
Religion of Conscience book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Through Narcissus Glass
Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience as good book not only by the cover but also with the content.
Thisis one e-book that can break don't assess book by itsinclude, so do you still needing another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you haveto listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Regina Dye:

Asascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Through Narcissus' Glass Darkly: The Modern Religion of Conscience can make



you really feel more interested to read.
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