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"An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man," Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote--and in this book,
the leading scholar of New England literary culture looks at the long shadow Emerson himself has cast, and
at his role and significance as a truly American institution. On the occasion of Emerson's 200th birthday,
Lawrence Buell revisits the life of the nation's first public intellectual and discovers how he became a
"representative man."

Born into the age of inspired amateurism that emerged from the ruins of pre-revolutionary political,
religious, and cultural institutions, Emerson took up the challenge of thinking about the role of the United
States alone and in the world. With characteristic authority and grace, Buell conveys both the style and
substance of Emerson's accomplishment--in his conception of America as the transplantation of Englishness
into the new world, and in his prodigious work as writer, religious thinker, and philosopher. Here we see
clearly the paradoxical key to his success, the fierce insistence on independence that acted so magnetically
upon all around him. Steeped in Emerson's writings, and in the life and lore of the America of his day,
Buell's book is as individual--and as compelling--as its subject. At a time when Americans and non-
Americans alike are struggling to understand what this country is, and what it is about, Emerson gives us an
answer in the figure of this representative American, an American for all, and for all times.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Zamora:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Emerson suitable
to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Emersonis a single
of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Nancy Sobel:

The reason why? Because this Emerson is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Macie Tiffany:

The book untitled Emerson contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works.
You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Angela Souther:

Beside this Emerson in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Emerson because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from now!
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