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During the Victorian period, the practice of science shifted from a religious context to a naturalistic one. It is
generally assumed that this shift occurred because naturalistic science was distinct from and superior to
theistic science. Yet as Huxley’s Church and Maxwell’s Demon reveals, most of the methodological values
underlying scientific practice were virtually identical for the theists and the naturalists: each agreed on the
importance of the uniformity of natural laws, the use of hypothesis and theory, the moral value of science,
and intellectual freedom. But if scientific naturalism did not rise to dominance because of its methodological
superiority, then how did it triumph?
           
Matthew Stanley explores the overlap and shift between theistic and naturalistic science through a parallel
study of two major scientific figures: James Clerk Maxwell, a devout Christian physicist, and Thomas Henry
Huxley, the iconoclast biologist who coined the word agnostic. Both were deeply engaged in the
methodological, institutional, and political issues that were crucial to the theistic-naturalistic transformation.
What Stanley’s analysis of these figures reveals is that the scientific naturalists executed a number of
strategies over a generation to gain control of the institutions of scientific education and to reimagine the
history of their discipline. Rather than a sudden revolution, the similarity between theistic and naturalistic
science allowed for a relatively smooth transition in practice from the old guard to the new.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Worrell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic
Science to Naturalistic Science. Try to face the book Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic
Science to Naturalistic Science as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Michelle Wilson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic
Science to Naturalistic Science. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to
Naturalistic Science. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's study.

Jordan Miller:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Huxley's Church and Maxwell's Demon:
From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

John Bradley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Huxley's
Church and Maxwell's Demon: From Theistic Science to Naturalistic Science. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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