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When this classic work was first published in 1976, its central tenet--more is not necessarily better--placed it
in direct conflict with mainstream thought in economics. Within afew years, however, this apparently
paradoxical claim was gaining wide acceptance. Scitovsky's ground-breaking book was the first to apply
theories of behaviorist psychology to questions of consumer behavior and to do so in clear, non-technical
language. Setting out to analyze the failures of our consumerist lifestyle, Scitovsky concluded that people's
need for stimulation is so vital that it can lead to violence if not satisfied by novelty--whether in challenging
work, art, fashion, gadgets, late-model cars, or scandal.

Though much of the book stands as a record of American post-war prosperity and its accompanying
problems, the revised edition also takes into account recent social and economic changes. A new preface and
aforeword by economist Robert Frank introduce some of the issues created by those changes and two
revised chapters develop them, discussing among others the assimilation of counter-cultural ideas throughout
American society, especially ideas concerning quality of life. Scitovsky draws fascinating connections
between the new €lite of college-educated consumers and the emergence of a growing underclass plagued by
drugs and violence, perceptively tracing the reactions of these disparate groups to the problems of leisure and
boredom.

In the wake of the so-called "decade of greed” and amidst calls for a"kindler, gentler" society, The Joyless
Economy seems more timely than ever.
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From reader reviews:
Dorathy Byers:

The book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Joyless Economy:
The Psychology of Human Satisfaction being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open and read a guide The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this
reserve?

Cornell Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of
Human Satisfaction book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Armando Mosley:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many guestion for the book? But virtually any people fed that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of
Human Satisfaction or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you fedl wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Peter Lombard:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction we can take
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Joyless



Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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