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Americans' cultural love affair with their country's landscape started in the nineteenth century, when
expansionism was often promoted as divine mission, the West was still the frontier, and scenery became the
backdrop of nationalist mythology. With a promise of resources ripe for development, Manifest Destiny–era
aesthetics often reinforced a system of environmental degradation while preserving the wide and wild view.
Although the aesthetics have evolved, contemporary media are filled with American landscape images
inspired by the nineteenth century.

Terre Ryan examines this phenomenon by exploring the overlapping trails of national mythology, landscape
aesthetics, patriotic discourse, and public policy. Tracing her journeys around bombing grounds in Nevada,
logging sites in Oregon, and energy fields in Wyoming, she argues that business and government agencies
often frame commercial projects and national myths according to nineteenth-century beliefs about landscape
and bounty. Advertisements and political promotional materials following this aesthetic framework
perpetuate frontier-era ideas about the environment as commodity, scenery, and cultural trashlands.
Transmitted through all types of media, nineteenth-century perspectives on landscape continue to inform
mainstream perceptions of the environment, environmental policies, and representations of American
patriotism.

Combining personal narrative with factual reportage, political and cultural critique, and historical analysis,
Ryan reframes the images we see every day and places them into a larger national narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

The book with title This Ecstatic Nation: The American Landscape and the Aesthetics of Patriotism has lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Dwayne Moseley:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be This Ecstatic Nation: The American Landscape and the
Aesthetics of Patriotism why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Melissa Peterson:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This This Ecstatic Nation: The
American Landscape and the Aesthetics of Patriotism is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gordon Lipsky:

You will get this This Ecstatic Nation: The American Landscape and the Aesthetics of Patriotism by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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