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This exhaustive bibliographical reference will be the first stop for anyone looking for Calamity Jane in print,
film, or photograph—and wanting to know how reliable those sources may be. Richard W. Etulain,
renowned western-U.S. historian and the author of a recent biography of this charismatic figure, enumerates
and assesses the most valuable sources on Calamity Jane’s life and legend in newspapers, magazines,
journals, books, and movies, as well as historical and government archives.

Etulain begins with a brief biography of Martha Canary, aka Calamity Jane (1856–1903), then analyzes the
origins and growth of her legends. The sources, Etulain shows, reveal three versions of Calamity Jane. In the
most popular one, she was a Wild Woman of the Old West who helped push a roaring frontier through its
final stages. This is the Calamity Jane who fought Indians, marched with the military, and took on the bad
guys. Early in her life she also hoped to embody the pioneer woman, seeking marriage and a stable family
and home. A third, later version made of Calamity an angel of mercy who reached out to the poor and nursed
smallpox victims no one else would help.

The hyperbolic journalism of the Old West, as well as dime novels and the stretchers Calamity herself told in
her interviews and autobiography, shaped her legends through much of the twentieth century. Many of the
sensational early accounts of Calamity’s life, Etulain notes, were based on rumor and hearsay. In
illuminating the role of the Deadwood Dick dime novel series and other pulp fiction in shaping what we
know—or think we know—of the American West, Etulain underscores one of his fascinating themes: the
power of popular culture.

The product of twenty years’ labor sifting fact from falsehood or distortion, this bibliography and reader’s
guide includes brief discussions of nearly every item’s contents, along with a terse, entertaining evaluation of
its reliability.
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From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide. Try to make book Calamity Jane: A
Reader's Guide as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Judy Chisolm:

Typically the book Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.

Sharon Keller:

Beside this specific Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Marline Deluca:

You can get this Calamity Jane: A Reader's Guide by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.
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