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In awide-ranging interpretation of French thought in the years 1670-1789, Daniel Gordon takes us through
the literature of manners and moral philosophy, theology and political theory, universal history and
economics to show how French thinkers sustained a sense of liberty and dignity within an authoritarian
regime. A penetrating critique of those who exaggerate either the radicalism of the Enlightenment or the
hegemony of the absolutist state, his book documents the invention of an ethos that was neither democratic
nor absolutist, an ethos that idealized communication and private life. The key to this ethos was "sociability,"
and Gordon offersthe first detailed study of the language and ideas that gave this concept its meaning in the
Old Regime.

Citizens without Sovereignty provides a wealth of information about the origins and usage of key words, such
as société and sociahilité, in French thought. From semantic fields of meaning, Gordon goes on to consider
ingtitutional fields of action. Focusing on the ubiquitous idea of "society" as a depoaliticized sphere of
equality, virtue, and aesthetic cultivation, he marks out the philosophical space that lies between the idea of
democracy and the idea of the royal police state. Within this space, Gordon reveal s the channels of creative
action that are open to citizens without sovereignty--citizens who have no right to self-government. His work
isthus a contribution to general historical sociology as well as French intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:
Vicki Allen:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed. People
is human not only arobot. Then we reguest again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usualy Citizens
without Sovereignty.

Jeanne Pratt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Citizens without Sovereignty why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Terry Klatt:

The book untitled Citizens without Sovereignty contain alot of information on it. The writer explains her
idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period
of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site and also order it. Have anice go through.

FrancesMcKay:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you needto dois
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top listing in your reading list is Citizens without Sovereignty. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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