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Although best known for The Thorn Birds, her blockbuster family saga set in her native Australia, Colleen
McCullough is a versatile novelist who has written in a variety of genres. This is the first full-length
examination of her work. It highlights her versatility and her refusal to be confined to any one genre or type
of writing, even though that refusal has lost her part of the wide readership she gained with ^IThe Thorn
Birds^R. DeMarr discusses, analyzes, and evaluates each of McCullough's eight novels in turn, relates it to
the genre to which it belongs, and compares it to her other work. This study also features a biographical
chapter and a chapter which discusses the variety of genres in which McCullough has written.

DeMarr shows how McCullough's romances (Tim and The Ladies of Missalonghi) and her other novels
which make heavy use of romance elements (The Thorn Birds and An Indecent Obession) differ dramatically
from each other. She also compares McCullough's novels of ideas (A Creed for the Third Millennium^ and
the three recent historical novels set in ancient Rome, The Masters of Rome series). Each novel or series is
discussed in a separate chapter, which contains sections on plot development and structure, character
development, setting, style, and themes. Each novel is also examined from an alternate critical approach,
such as feminist, allegorical, anti-generic, and deconstructionist criticism, to widen the reader's perspective.
A complete bibliography of McCullough's work, general criticism, and listings of reviews of each novel
complete the work. This work will be of particular interest to public and school libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Colleen McCullough: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Eddie Nelson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Colleen McCullough: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be the solution, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Melissa Peterson:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is Colleen McCullough: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to
Popular Contemporary Writers). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jean Gonzales:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Colleen McCullough: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
Colleen McCullough: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can to
be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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