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Al-Andalus, the Arabic name for the medieval Islamic state in Iberia, endured for over 750 years following
the Arab and Berber conquest of Hispania in 711. While the popular perception of al-Andalus is that of a
land of religious tolerance and cultural cooperation, the fact is that we know relatively little about how
Muslims governed Christians and Jews in al-Andalus and about social relations among Muslims, Christians,
and Jews. In Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus, Janina M. Safran takes a close look at the structure and
practice of Muslim political and legal-religious authority and offers a rare look at intercommunal life in
Iberia during the first three centuries of Islamic rule.

Safran makes creative use of a body of evidence that until now has gone largely untapped by historians?the
writings and opinions of Andalusi and Maghribi jurists during the Umayyad dynasty. These sources enable
her to bring to life a society undergoing dramatic transformation. Obvious differences between conquerors
and conquered and Muslims and non-Muslims became blurred over time by transculturation, intermarriage,
and conversion. Safran examines ample evidence of intimate contact between individuals of different
religious communities and of legal-juridical accommodation to develop an argument about how legal-
religious authorities interpreted the social contract between the Muslim regime and the Christian and Jewish
populations. Providing a variety of examples of boundary-testing and negotiation and bringing judges,
jurists, and their legal opinions and texts into the narrative of Andalusi history, Safran deepens our
understanding of the politics of Umayyad rule, makes Islamic law tangibly social, and renders
intercommunal relations vividly personal.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Jones:

The publication with title Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic
Iberia has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Amelia Page:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Bennie Gale:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Robin Bone:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and
Jews in Islamic Iberia. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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