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In George Washington Williams, John Hope Franklin reconstructs the life of the controversial, self-made
black intellectual who wrote the first history of African Americans in the United States. Awarded the
Clarence L. Holte Literary Prize, this book traces Franklin’s forty-year quest for Williams’s story, a story
largely lost to history until this volume was first published in 1985. The result, part biography and part social
history, is a unique consideration of a pioneering historian by his most distinguished successor.
Williams, who lived from 1849 to 1891, had a remarkable career as soldier, minister, journalist, lawyer,
politician, freelance diplomat, and African traveler, as well as a historian. While Franklin reveals the
accomplishments of this neglected figure and emphasizes the racism that curtailed Williams’s many talents,
he also highlights the personal weaknesses that damaged Williams’s relationships and career. Williams led
the way in presenting African American history accurately through the use of oral history and archival
research, sought to legitimize it as a field of historical study, and spoke out in support of an American Negro
Historical Society and as a critic of European imperialism in Africa. He also became erratic and faithless to
his family and creditors and died at the age of forty-one, destitute and alienated from family and friends.
George Washington Williams is nothing less than a classic biography of a brilliant though flawed individual
whose History of the Negro Race in America remains a landmark in African American history and American
intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This George Washington Williams: A
Biography is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Willie McCall:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this George Washington Williams: A
Biography book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Justin Tran:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject George Washington
Williams: A Biography suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book
untitled George Washington Williams: A Biographyis the main one of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Alexandria Sharp:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled George Washington Williams: A Biography can be great book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.
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