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This collection provides vivid ethnographic explorations of particular, local Christianities asthey are
experienced by different groups around the world. At the same time, the contributors, all anthropologists,
rethink the vexed relationship between anthropology and Christianity. As Fenella Cannell contendsin her
powerful introduction, Christianity isthe critical “repressed” of anthropology. To a great extent,
anthropology first defined itself as arational, empirically based enterprise quite different from theology. The
theology it repudiated was, for the most part, Christian. Cannell asserts that anthropological theory carries
within it ideas profoundly shaped by this rejection. Because of this, anthropology has been less successful in
considering Christianity as an ethnographic object than it hasin considering other religions. This collection
is designed to advance a more subtle and less self-limiting anthropological study of Christianity.

The contributors examine the contours of Christianity among diverse groups: Catholicsin India, the
Philippines, and Bolivia, and Seventh-Day Adventists in Madagascar; the Swedish branch of Word of Life, a
charismatic church based in the United States; and Protestants in Amazonia, Melanesia, and Indonesia.
Highlighting the wide variation in what it means to be Christian, the contributors reveal vastly different
understandings and valuations of conversion, orthodoxy, Scripture, the inspired word, ritual, gifts, and the
concept of heaven. In the process they bring to light how local Christian practices and beliefs are affected by
encounters with colonialism and modernity, by the opposition between Catholicism and Protestantism, and
by the proximity of other religions and belief systems. Together the contributors show that it not sufficient
for anthropologists to assume that they know in advance what the Christian experience is; each local
variation must be encountered on its own terms.

Contributors. Cecilia Busby, Fenella Cannell, Simon Coleman, Peter Gow, Olivia Harris, Webb Keane, Eva
Keller, David Mosse, Danilyn Rutherford, Christina Toren, Harvey Whitehouse
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From reader reviews:
Randy North:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Anthropology of Christianity. Try to make book The
Anthropology of Christianity asyour buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Amy Medina:

This The Anthropology of Christianity book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it theworld isin
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The
Anthropology of Christianity without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Anthropology of Christianity can bring whenever you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This The Anthropology of Christianity having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Helen Williams:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now istaking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will

not happen within you if you take The Anthropology of Christianity as your daily resource information.

Gabrielle Ponds:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide The Anthropology of Christianity was filled concerning science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read areserve. In the
modern eralike now, many waysto get book that you just wanted.
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