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As an author, Henry Miller (1891-1980) was infamous for his explicit descriptions of sex, and many of his
novels, from The Tropic of Cancer to Black Spring, were banned in the United States on grounds of
obscenity. But his books—frequently smuggled into his native country—became a major influence on the
Beat Generation of American writers and would eventually lead to a groundbreaking series of obscenity
trials that would change American laws on pornography in literary works. In this new critical biography,
David Stephen Calonne goes beyond Miller’ s notoriety to take an innovative look at the way in which the
author’ s writings and lifestyle were influenced by his spiritual quests.

Charting Miller’s cultivation of his esoteric ideas from boyhood and adolescence to later in his career,
Calonne examines how Miller remained deeply engaged with a variety of philosophies, from astrology and
Gnosticism to Eastern thinkers. Calonne describes not only the effects this had on Miller’ swork, but also to
his complex and volatile life—his marriages and love affairs with Beatrice Wickens, June Mansfield, and
Anais Nin; hisyearsin Paris; and the journey to Greece that resulted in the travelogue The Colossus of
Maroussi, the book Miller considered to be his greatest work. After discussing Miller’sfinal residencesin
Big Sur and the Pacific Palisades in California, Calonne considers the author’ sinvolvement in the arts, love
of painting and music, and friendships with a number of classical musicians. Miller, Calonne reveals, was a
quirky, charismatic man of genius who continues to influence popular culture today.

Highlighting many areas of the author’ s life that have previously been neglected, Henry Miller takes a
fascinating revisionary approach to the work of one of American’s most controversial and iconic writers.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Adams:

This book untitled Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) to be one of several books that will best
seller in thisyear, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Nicholas Poston:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
isactually Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives).

LidiaMgjia:

Beside thiskind of Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) in your phone, it may give you away to
get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here isfresh
through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. Itis
good thing to have Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) because this book offersto your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as
well asread it from right now!

Rhonda L anham:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could haveit in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) can giveyou a
lot of buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives).
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