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At the onset of "Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity," Leon Kass gives us a status report on where we
stand today: "Human nature itself lies on the operating table, ready for alteration, for eugenic and psychic
'enhancement,' for wholesale redesign. In leading laboratories, academic and industrial, new creators are
confidently amassing their powers and quietly honing their skills, while on the street their evangelists are
zealously prophesying a posthuman future. For anyone who cares about preserving our humanity, the time
has come for paying attention." Trained as a medical doctor and biochemist, Dr. Kass has become one of our
most provocative thinkers on bioethical issues. Now, in this brave and searching book, he also establishes
himself as a prophetic voice summoning us to think deeply about the new biomedical technologies
threatening to take us back to the future envisioned by Aldous Huxley in "Brave New World." As in
Huxley's dystopia, where life has been smoothed out by genetic manipulation, psychoactive drugs and high
tech amusement, our own accelerating efforts to master reproduction and genetic endowment, to retard
aging, and to conquer illness, imperfection, and death itself are animated by our most humane and
progressive aspirations. But we are walking too quickly down the road to physical and psychological utopia,
Kass believes, without pausing to assess the potential damage to our humanity from this brave new biology.
In a series of meditations on cloning, embryo research, the human genome project, the sale of organs, and the
assault on mortality itself, Kass evaluates the ongoing effort to break down the natural boundaries given us
and to remake the human body into an instrument of our will. What does it mean to treat nascent human life
as raw material to be exploited? What does it mean to blur the line between procreation and manufacture?
What are the proper limits to this project for the remaking of human nature? These are the questions we
should be asking to prevent runaway scientism with its utopian longings from reshaping humankind in the
image of our own choosing. Kass believes that technology has done and will continue to do wonders for our
health and longevity and that we have much to be thankful for. But there is more at stake in the biological
revolution that saving life and avoiding death. We must also strive to protect the ideas and practices that give
us dignity and keep us human. "Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity" challenges us to confront the
posthuman future that may await us by thinking deeply about the life and death issues we face today.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Casey:

The book Life Liberty & the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Life Liberty & the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics for being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Life Liberty & the Defense of
Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jeffery Harman:

The guide with title Life Liberty & the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Mildred Hall:

The actual book Life Liberty & the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics has a lot details on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Donna Hufnagel:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Life Liberty & the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics when you required it?
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