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Except for a massacre of five hundred settlers by renegade Creek Indians in the early 1800s, not much bad
had happened during two centuries in Little River, Alabama, an obscure Lost Colony in the swampy
woodlands of To Kill a Mockingbird country. "We're stuck down here being poor together" is how one native
described the hamlet of about two hundred people, half black and half white. But in 1997, racial violence hit
Little River like a thunderclap. A young black man was killed while trying to break into a white family's
trailer at night, a beloved white store owner was nearly bludgeoned to death by a black ex-convict, and
finally a marauding band of white kids torched a black church and vandalized another during a drunken
wilding soon after a Ku Klux Klan rally.

The Ballad of Little River is a narrative of that fateful year, an anatomy of one of the many church arsons
across the South in the late 1990s. It is also much more -- a biography of a place that seemed, on the cusp of
the millennium, stuck in another time. When veteran journalist Paul Hemphill, the son of an Alabama truck
driver who has written extensively on the blue-collar South, moved into Little River, he discovered the flip
side of what the natives like to call "God's country": a dot on the map far from the mainstream of American
life, a forlorn cluster of poverty and ignorance and dead-end jobs in the dark, snake-infested forests, a world
that time forgot.

Living alongside the citizens of Little River, Hemphill discovered a stew of characters right out of fiction --
"Peanut" Ferguson, "Doll" Boone, "Hoss" Mack, Joe Dees, Murray January, a Klansman named "Brother
Phil," and his stripper wife known as "Wild Child" -- swirling into a maelstrom of insufferable heat,
malicious gossip, ancient grudges, and unresolved racial animosities. His story of how their lives intertwined
serves, as well, as a chilling cautionary tale about the price that must be paid for living in virtual isolation
during a time of unprecedented growth in America. God's country is in deep trouble.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Ballad of Little
River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Omar Lamm:

This book untitled The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your
list.

Tammy Campbell:

The guide untitled The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of
Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joyce Tower:

This The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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