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Wilkie Collins's The Woman in White, the first Victorian 'sensation novel' and one of the earliest mystery
novels in English, weaves multiple narratives into a thrilling and suspenseful tale of mistaken identity and
dark desires. This Penguin Classics edition is edited with notes and an introduction by Matthew Sweet. The
Woman in White famously opens with Walter Hartright's eerie encounter on a moonlit London road.
Engaged as a drawing master to the beautiful Laura Fairlie, Walter is drawn into the sinister intrigues of Sir
Percival Glyde and his 'charming' friend Count Fosco, the 'Napoleon of crime', who has a taste for white
mice, vanilla bonbons and poison. Pursuing questions of identity and insanity along the paths and corridors
of English country houses and the madhouse, The Woman in White is the first and most influential of the
Victorian genre that combined Gothic horror with psychological realism. Matthew Sweet's introduction
explores the phenomenon of Victorian 'sensation' fiction, and discusses Wilkie Collins's biographical and
societal influences. Included in this edition are appendices on theatrical adaptations of the novel and its
serialisation history. Wilkie Collins (1824-1889) was born in London in 1824, the eldest son of the landscape
painter William Collins. In 1846 he was entered to read for the bar at Lincoln's Inn, where he gained the
knowledge that was to give him much of the material for his writing. From the early 1850s he was a friend of
Charles Dickens, who produced and acted in two melodramas written by Collins, The Lighthouse and The
Frozen Deep. Of his novels, Collins is best remembered for The Woman in White (1859), No Name (1862),
Armadale (1866) and The Moonstone (1868). If you enjoyed The Woman in White, you might like Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle's A Study in Scarlet, also available in Penguin Classics.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Woman in White (Penguin Classics). Try to stumble through
book The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Edward Salazar:

This The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
That The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) can bring
when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even telephone. This The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) having fine arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marie Guinn:

This The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) can be the
light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself
in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Elbert Gibson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Woman in White (Penguin Classics) can give you a lot
of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Woman in White (Penguin Classics).
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