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While Confederate blockade runners famously carried the seaborne trade for the South during the American
Civil War, the amount of Southern cotton exported to Europe was only half of that shipped illicitly to the
North. Most went to New England textile mills where business “was better than ever,” according to textile
mogul Amos Lawrence. Rhode Island senator William Sprague, a mill owner and son-in-law to Treasury
Secretary Salmon P. Chase, was a member of a partnership supplying weapons to the Confederacy in
exchange for cotton. The trade in contraband was not confined to New England. Union General William T.
Sherman claimed Confederates were supplied with weapons from Cincinnati, while General Ulysses S. Grant
captured Rebel cavalry armed with carbines purchased in Union-occupied Memphis. During the last months
of the war, supplies entering the Union-controlled port of Norfolk, Virginia, were one of the principal factors
enabling Robert E. Lee’s Confederate army to avoid starvation. Indeed, many of the supplies that passed
through the Union blockade into the Confederacy originated in Northern states, instead of Europe as is
commonly supposed. Merchants were not the only ones who profited; Union officers General Benjamin
Butler and Admiral David Dixon Porter benefited from this black market. President Lincoln admitted that
numerous military leaders and public officials were involved, but refused to stop the trade.
            In Trading with the Enemy: The Covert Economy During the American Civil War, New York Times
Disunion contributor Philip Leigh recounts the little-known story of clandestine commerce between the
North and South. Cotton was so important to the Northern economy that Yankees began growing it on the
captured Sea Islands of South Carolina. Soon the neutral port of Matamoras, Mexico, became a major trading
center, where nearly all the munitions shipped to the port—much of it from Northern armories—went to the
Confederacy. After the fall of New Orleans and Vicksburg, a frenzy of contraband-for-cotton swept across
the vast trans-Mississippi Confederacy, with Northerners sometimes buying the cotton directly from the
Confederate government. A fascinating study, Trading with the Enemy adds another layer to our
understanding of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Skaggs:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Trading with the Enemy: The Covert
Economy During the American Civil War (New York Times Disunion) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Jason Dolly:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Trading with the Enemy: The Covert Economy
During the American Civil War (New York Times Disunion) can be very good book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Jamie Hernandez:

Beside this specific Trading with the Enemy: The Covert Economy During the American Civil War (New
York Times Disunion) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Trading with the Enemy: The
Covert Economy During the American Civil War (New York Times Disunion) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from today!

Vivian Stafford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.



A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Trading with
the Enemy: The Covert Economy During the American Civil War (New York Times Disunion).
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