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Traditional scholarship often points to the Calvinists and Max Weber’s writing on the Protestant ethic as the
catalysts to changing Christian attitudes concerning profit-seeking and wealth. Author Skip Worden argues
that the seeds of this change occurred centuries earlier. From the beginning of the Commercial Revolution to
the fifteenth-century Renaissance, he shows that the predominant Christian thought on economics went
through a fundamental shift, becoming favorable toward profit-seeking and wealth-holding. Worden
discusses this dramatic change and explains how the general antagonism toward the pursuit of wealth before
the Commercial Revolution transformed into Protestant theologians' fighting against the prevailing view of a
pro-wealth paradigm during the fifteenth century.

Worden contends that the shift away from the Patristic view of wealth occurred well before the addition of
the Calvinist spirit of capitalism and the Puritan work ethic into Christian economic vernacular. Drawing on
Plato, Cicero, and Augustine, early Protestant theologians unsuccessfully sought to check the rising
dominance of the pro-wealth Christian paradigm, which they believed had been pushed too far. These
theologians of the sixteenth and seventeenth century felt it was too close to advocating love of gain itself,
something too close to the sin of greed. How well the Reformation succeeded can be assessed by Worden’s
insightful concluding study of John D. Rockefeller, the ascetic steward of God’s Gold in the form of
monopoly.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

The guide untitled Godliness and Greed: Shifting Christian Thought on Profit and Wealth is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Godliness and Greed: Shifting Christian Thought on Profit and Wealth
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ellen Garcia:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Godliness and Greed: Shifting Christian Thought on Profit and Wealth can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Homer Anderson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Godliness and Greed: Shifting
Christian Thought on Profit and Wealth or even others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Godliness and Greed: Shifting Christian Thought on Profit and
Wealth to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jeffrey Channell:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By book Godliness and Greed: Shifting Christian Thought on Profit and Wealth we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Godliness and
Greed: Shifting Christian Thought on Profit and Wealth. You can more attractive than now.
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