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Tony Kushner's complex and demanding play Angelsin America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes has
been the most talked about, analyzed, and celebrated play of the decade. The critic Harold Bloom has
included Kushner's play in his "Western canon” alongside Shakespeare and the Bible, and drama scholar
John M. Clum has termed it "a turning point in the history of gay drama, the history of American drama, and
of American literary culture.” While we might be somewhat wary of the instant canonization that such
critical assessments confer, clearly Kushner's play is an important work, honored by the Pulitzer Prize,
thought worthy of recognition on "purely aesthetic" grounds at the same time that it has been embraced--and
occasionally rejected--for its politics.

Kushner's play explicitly positionsitself in the current American conflict over identity politics, yet also
situates that debate in a broader historical context: the American history of McCarthyism, of immigration
and the "melting pot," of westward expansion, and of racist exploitation. Furthermore, the play entersinto
the politically volatile struggles of the AIDS crisis, struggles themselves interconnected with the politics of
sexuality, gender, race, and class.

The original essaysin Approaching the Millennium explore the complexities of the play and situate it in its
particular, conflicted historical moment. The contributors help us understand and appreciate the play as a
literary work, as theatrical text, as popular cultural phenomenon, and as political reflection and intervention.
Specific topicsinclude how the play thematizes gender and sexuality, race and ethnicity; the postmodern
incarnation of the Brechtian epic; AIDS and the landscape of American politics. The range of different
international productions of Angelsin America provides arich basis for discussion of its production history,
including the linguistic and cultural shiftsrequired in its "translation” from one stage to the next.

The last section of Approaching the Millennium includes interviews with Tony Kushner and other key
creators and players involved in the original productions of Angels. The interviews explore issues raised
earlier in the volume and dialogues between the creative artists who have shaped the play and the critics and
"theatricians' engaged in responding to it.

Contributors to this volume are Arnold Aronson, Art Borreca, Gregory W. Bredbeck, Michael Cadden,
Nicholas de Jongh, Allen J. Frantzen, Stanton B. Garner, Deborah R. Geis, Martin Harries, Steven F. Kruger,
James Miller, Framji Minwalla, Donald Pease, Janelle Reinelt, David Romén, David Savran, Ron Scapp, and
Alisa Solomon.

Deborah Geisis Associate Professor of English, Queens College, City University of New York. Steven F.
Kruger is Professor and Chair of the Department of English, Queens College, City University of New Y ork.
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From reader reviews:
L eif Gibbs:

This book untitled Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angelsin America (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this publication you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
your account to past this publication from your list.

Elsie Wallace:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different
you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading abook. The book Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angelsin America
(Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Nona Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Approaching the Millennium: Essays on
Angelsin America (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

ValeriaMay:

Beside this particular Approaching the Millennium: Essays on Angelsin America (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) in your phone, it might give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always
be worry if you fedl like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Approaching the
Millennium: Essays on Angelsin America (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable



arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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