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In the popular imagination, Calcutta is a packed and pestilential sprawl, made notorious by the Black Hole
and the works of Mother Teresa. Kipling called it a City of Dreadful Night, and a century later V.S. Naipaul,
Gunter Grass and Louis Malle revived its hellish image. This is the place where the West first truly
encountered the East. Founded in the 1690s by East India Company merchants beside the Hugli River,
Calcutta grew into India's capital during the Raj and the second city of the British Empire. Named the City of
Palaces for its neoclassical mansions, Calcutta was the city of Clive, Hastings, Macaulay and Curzon. It was
also home to extraordinary Bengalis such as Rabindranath Tagore, the first Asian Nobel laureate, and
Satyajit Ray, among the geniuses of world cinema. Above all, Calcutta (renamed Kolkata in 2001) is a city
of extremes, where exquisite refinement rubs shoulders with coarse commercialism and political violence.
Krishna Dutta explores these multiple paradoxes, giving personal insight into Calcutta's unique history and
modern identity as reflected in its architecture, literature, cinema and music. CITY OF ARTISTS: Modern
India's cultural capital; home city of Tagore, Ray and Jamini Roy; College Street and the annual book fair; a
city of learning and books. CITY OF DURGA AND KALI: Kumortuli's holy images and the flamboyant
annual Durga Puja; Kalighat Temple and Kali, Calcutta's divine and terrible protectress. CITY OF
PALACES: Grand colonial monuments and crumbling mansions of the Bengali babus; an architectural mix
of Palladian, Baroque, Rococo, Gothic, Hindu and Islamic.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary
Companion (Cities of the Imagination) to read.

Kathryn Glover:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Calcutta: A
Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of the Imagination), it is possible to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Nancy Jackson:

The guide with title Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of the Imagination) posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Allison Larson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary
Companion (Cities of the Imagination) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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