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Realizing the potential of young people in Latin America and the Caribbean is essential both to their well-
being and to the region's long-term welfare. Young people are often seen as the source of problems that
plague the area, namely rising levels of crime and violence, unemployment, and drug use. However, there is
little understanding of the problems young people face, the reasons that some engage in risky behaviors, and
how best to support the most vulnerable. Youth at Risk in Latin America and the Caribbean attempts to fill
this knowledge gap by identifying at-risk youth and providing policy makers with evidence-based guidance
that will make their countries' investments in young people more effective. The authors find that more than
half the region's young people can be considered “at risk” of engaging in negative behaviors, which each
year reduce regional economic growth by up to 2 percent. They also confirm that the causes of risky
behavior in developed countries?weak relationships with schools and family, poor self esteem, household
poverty, negative gender norms, and misguided laws?are also relevant in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Based on this analysis, the authors describe 23 policies and programs that experts agree are the foundation of
a successful youth development portfolio, ranging from early childhood development programs to parent
training to cash transfers granted in exchange for positive behaviors. It also lays out strategies for
implementing such a portfolio in a budget-constrained environment. This book will be of great interest to
those working in the areas of social analysis and policy, social development and protection, and poverty
reduction.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Santiago:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Youth at Risk in Latin America and the Caribbean:
Understanding the Causes, Realizing the Potential (Directions in Development). You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Youth at
Risk in Latin America and the Caribbean: Understanding the Causes, Realizing the Potential (Directions in
Development). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Grace Harrell:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Youth at Risk in Latin America and
the Caribbean: Understanding the Causes, Realizing the Potential (Directions in Development) will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Walter Telford:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read
is usually Youth at Risk in Latin America and the Caribbean: Understanding the Causes, Realizing the
Potential (Directions in Development).

Alice Prahl:

Youth at Risk in Latin America and the Caribbean: Understanding the Causes, Realizing the Potential
(Directions in Development) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Youth at Risk in Latin America and the Caribbean:



Understanding the Causes, Realizing the Potential (Directions in Development) however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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