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From 1871 to 1883, Eliza Lucy Irion Neilson (1843-1913) composed and saved more than 130 letters
documenting family and domestic life in Columbus, Mississippi. A New Southern Woman features 80 letters
from Neilson's correspondence, providing readers with a glimpse into the recovery of domestic culture in
postwar Mississippi, the impact of the war on marriage and education, and a reflection on family
relationships after the conflict ended.
Lucy Irion married farmer John Abert Neilson (1842-1922) in April 1871, and together the couple created an
agricultural partnership out of the scrimping modesty of a new Southern ethos. As Lucy built her life around
visions of a domestic ideal, she also watched her widowed sister, Lizzie, her single sister, Cordele, and her
schoolgirl niece, Bess, search for their own ways of becoming women of the New South. When it came to
turning the war-torn vestiges of antebellum femininity into a workable postwar reality, white Southern
women no longer looked to one ideal. Instead Neilson's correspondence suggests that elite white womanhood
remained a fluid and negotiated territory where submissive wives, memorial crusaders, and single and self-
sufficient women created a new Southern consciousness under a broader rubric of genteel postwar
femininity.
Fashioning their contrasting individual stories within the collective bonds of family and community, the Irion
women met and overcame the generational challenges of postwar life together--and, by celebrating both the
traditional and nondependent ideals of womanhood, they made a dynamic contribution to the creation of a
New South.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A New Southern Woman: The
Correspondence of Eliza Lucy Irion Neilson, 1871-1883 (Women's Diaries and Letters of the South) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Elsie Wallace:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline A New
Southern Woman: The Correspondence of Eliza Lucy Irion Neilson, 1871-1883 (Women's Diaries and
Letters of the South) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The book
untitled A New Southern Woman: The Correspondence of Eliza Lucy Irion Neilson, 1871-1883 (Women's
Diaries and Letters of the South)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Reta Zimmer:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this A New Southern Woman:
The Correspondence of Eliza Lucy Irion Neilson, 1871-1883 (Women's Diaries and Letters of the South).

Eugene Williams:

The actual book A New Southern Woman: The Correspondence of Eliza Lucy Irion Neilson, 1871-1883
(Women's Diaries and Letters of the South) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.
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