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African American Performance and Theater History is an anthology of critical writings that explores the
intersections of race, theater, and performance in America. Assembled by two esteemed scholars in black
theater, Harry J. Elam, Jr. and David Krasner, and composed of essays from acknowledged authorities in the
field, this anthology is organized into four sections representative of the ways black theater, drama, and
performance interact and enact continual social, cultural, and political dialogues.

Ranging from a discussion of dramatic performances of Uncle Tom's Cabin to the Black Art Movement of
the 1960s and early 1970s, articles gathered in the first section, "Social Protest and the Politics of
Representation," discuss the ways in which African American theater and performance have operated as
social weapons and tools of protest. The second section of the volume, "Cultural Traditions, Cultural
Memory and Performance," features, among other essays, Joseph Roach's chronicle of the slave
performances at Congo Square in New Orleans and Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s critique of August Wilson's
cultural polemics. "Intersections of Race and Gender," the third section, includes analyses of the
intersections of race and gender on the minstrel stage, the plight of black female choreographers at the
inception of Modern Dance, and contemporary representations of black homosexuality by PomoAfro Homo.
Using theories of performance and performativity, articles in the fourth section, "African American
Performativity and the Performance of Race," probe into the ways blackness and racial identity have been
constructed in and through performance. The final section is a round-table assessment of the past and present
state of African American Theater and Performance Studies by some of the leading senior scholars in the
field--James V. Hatch, Sandra L. Richards, and Margaret B. Wilkerson.

Revealing the dynamic relationship between race and theater, this volume illustrates how the social and
historical contexts of production critically affect theatrical performances of blackness and their meanings
and, at the same time, how African American cultural, social, and political struggles have been profoundly
affected by theatrical representations and performances. This one-volume collection is sure to become an
important reference for those studying black theater and an engrossing survey for all readers of African
American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baum:

The book African American Performance and Theater History: A Critical Reader give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book African American Performance and Theater History: A Critical Reader for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a reserve African American
Performance and Theater History: A Critical Reader. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Joyce Pippin:

This book untitled African American Performance and Theater History: A Critical Reader to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Keri Lo:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this African American Performance and Theater
History: A Critical Reader publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism African
American Performance and Theater History: A Critical Reader as good book but not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sharon Wilson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book African American Performance and Theater
History: A Critical Reader was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
African American Performance and Theater History: A Critical Reader has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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