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Brain on Fire is a collection of 81 essays that explore with expertise, humor and imagination topics such as
U.S. energy policy, new approaches to education, challenges to economic theory such as behavioral
economics, current economic policy, medical research methods, behavioral motivations and incentives,
foreign affairs, health policies and speculation about the technology of the future. (Also see Predictably
Irrational by Dan Ariely, Freakonomics by Steve Levitt and Steve Dunbar, and Nudge by Richard Thaler
and Cass Sunstein.) The essays range from a proposal for a self-adjusting price floor on gasoline to the
consequences of allowing California to have its own currency to the impact of stem cells and nanosurgery on
what it means to be human. They were selected from columns that Professor Marsh wrote for the Kansas
City Star. Our political leadership has trapped itself in a rather simplistic framework for policy analysis. Our
media-driven, one-dimensional, liberal-conservative perspective causes a political impasse on Capitol Hill.
Brain on Fire takes us into new dimensions. The incentive dimension sheds new light on our failing schools,
our rising health care costs and our ineffective efforts to deal with the energy crisis. Brain on Fire explores
educational video games such as "Adventures in Mathematics" to tap into the younger generation's addiction
to interactive media. It suggests more effective ways of analyzing the results of randomized medical trials to
make better use of digitized medical records to individualize patient prognosis and protocols. It proposes a
variable tariff on crude oil imports and a dynamic, self-adjusting price floor on gasoline to stabilize
petroleum markets to protect green jobs and alternative energy initiatives while avoiding job-killing price
increases. The autonomy dimension provides insight into everything from student motivation and self-
directed health care to our diminishing manufacturing employment and the expanding role for Internet
entrepreneurs. In this new economy many people face the same reality as our cave dwelling ancestors where
the only way to get a job is to create your own. Economic theory and practice take center stage on the
domestic front, along with health care, education and energy policies. Financial insecurity and permanent job
losses unmask problems with economic theory as do irrational behaviors revealed in research by behavioral
economists. Brain on Fire addresses 21st century challenges in technology that are simultaneously enabling
and invasive. Topics include demise of newspapers, conflicts between Wall Street and Main Street, impact of
immigration on job losses and job creation, and the global warming debate. Brain on Fire reveals the damage
done to our economy by dramatic fluctuations in the price of crude oil. Sudden, short-term price drops wipe
out promising new technology initiatives as creditors force green enterprises into bankruptcy after a few
months in the red. Brain on Fire proposes dynamic, self-adjusting price floors to help stabilize our economy
and protect our new energy technologies. Brain on Fire explores the major role played by the trade-off
between external freedom and internal freedom in foreign affairs, most notably in Iraq, Iran and China, as
well as in the United States, right after 9/11, when we gave up some of our internal freedom by allowing
more government wiretapping. In "Future World" Brain on Fire explores the implications of new
technologies where stem cells and nanosurgery present both practical and ethical dilemmas.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Frye:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Brain on Fire: Confronting the burning issues of today . . . and tomorrow. can be your answer since it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.

Richard King:

This Brain on Fire: Confronting the burning issues of today . . . and tomorrow. is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Brain on
Fire: Confronting the burning issues of today . . . and tomorrow. can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Brad Sharpe:

You can get this Brain on Fire: Confronting the burning issues of today . . . and tomorrow. by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Lynn Bailey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Brain on Fire:
Confronting the burning issues of today . . . and tomorrow..
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