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At what point did machines and technology begin to have an impact on the cultural consciousness and
imagination of Europe? How was this reflected through the art and literature of the time? Was technology a
sign of the fall of humanity from its original state of innocence or a sign of human progress and mastery over
the natural world? In his characteristically lucid and captivating style, Jonathan Sawday investigates these
questions and more by engaging with the poetry, philosophy, art, and engineering of the period to find the
lost world of the machine in the pre-industrial culture of the European Renaissance.

The aesthetic and intellectual dimension of these machines appealed to familiar figures such as Shakespeare,
Francis Bacon, Montaigne, and Leonardo da Vinci as well as to a host of lesser known writers and artists in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This intellectual engagement with machines in the European
Renaissance gave rise to new attitudes towards gender, work and labour, and even fostered the new sciences
of artificial life and reason which would be pursued by figures such as Descartes, Hobbes, and Leibniz in the
seventeenth century.

Writers, philosophers and artists had mixed and often conflicting reactions to technology, reflecting a
paradoxical attitude between modern progress and traditional values. Underpinning the enthusiastic creation
of a machine-driven world, then, were stories of loss and catastrophe. These contradictory attitudes are part
of the legacy of the European Renaissance, just as much as the plays of Shakespeare or the poetry of John
Milton. And this historical legacy helps to explain many of our own attitudes towards the technology that
surrounds us, sustains us, and sometimes perplexes us in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the
Rise of the Machine can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Billy Anderson:

This Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine is great publication for
you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Katherin Buerger:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the
Machine this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Steve Pinson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine when you
desired it?
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