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In July 1776, the final group of more than 130 ships of the Royal Navy sailed into the waters surrounding
New York City, marking the start of seven years of British occupation that spanned the American
Revolution. What military and political leaders characterized as an impenetrable "Fortress Britannia"—a
bastion of solid opposition to the American cause—was actually very different.

As Judith L. Van Buskirk reveals, the military standoff produced civilian communities that were forced to
operate in close, sustained proximity, each testing the limits of political and military authority. Conflicting
loyalties blurred relationships between the two sides: John Jay, a delegate to the Continental Congresses, had
a brother whose political loyalties leaned toward the Crown, while one of the daughters of Continental Army
general William Alexander lived in occupied New York City with her husband, a prominent Loyalist.
Indeed, the texture of everyday life during the Revolution was much more complex than historians have
recognized.

Generous Enemies challenges many long-held assumptions about wartime experience during the American
Revolution by demonstrating that communities conventionally depicted as hostile opponents were, in fact, in
frequent contact. Living in two clearly delineated zones of military occupation—the British occupying the
islands of New York Bay and the Americans in the surrounding countryside—the people of the New York
City region often reached across military lines to help friends and family members, pay social calls, conduct
business, or pursue a better life. Examining the movement of Loyalist and rebel families, British and
American soldiers, free blacks, slaves, and businessmen, Van Buskirk shows how personal concerns often
triumphed over political ideology.

Making use of family letters, diaries, memoirs, soldier pensions, Loyalist claims, committee and church
records, and newspapers, this compelling social history tells the story of the American Revolution with a
richness of human detail.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Magno:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk, shopping,
or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Generous Enemies: Patriots and
Loyalists in Revolutionary New York (Early American Studies)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Rachel Kaufman:

Exactly why? Because this Generous Enemies: Patriots and Loyalists in Revolutionary New York (Early
American Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Edward Suniga:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Generous Enemies: Patriots and
Loyalists in Revolutionary New York (Early American Studies) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still hesitation Generous Enemies: Patriots and Loyalists in Revolutionary New York (Early American
Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can
break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Caroline Edwards:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Generous Enemies: Patriots and
Loyalists in Revolutionary New York (Early American Studies) or others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In



various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Generous Enemies: Patriots and Loyalists in
Revolutionary New York (Early American Studies) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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