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Are there such things as merely possible people, who would have lived if our ancestors had acted
differently? Are there future people, who have not yet been conceived? Questions like those raise deep issues
about both the nature of being and its logical relations with contingency and change. In Modal Logic as
Metaphysics, Timothy Williamson argues for positive answers to those questions on the basis of an
integrated approach to the issues, applying the technical resources of modal logic to provide structural cores
for metaphysical theories. He rejects the search for a metaphysically neutral logic as futile. The book
contains detailed historical discussion of how the metaphysical issues emerged in the twentieth century
development of quantified modal logic, through the work of such figures as Rudolf Carnap, Ruth Barcan
Marcus, Arthur Prior, and Saul Kripke. It proposes higher-order modal logic as a new setting in which to
resolve such metaphysical questions scientifically, by the construction of systematic logical theories
embodying rival answers and their comparison by normal scientific standards. Williamson provides both a
rigorous introduction to the technical background needed to understand metaphysical questions in quantified
modal logic and an extended argument for controversial, provocative answers to them. He gives original,
precise treatments of topics including the relation between logic and metaphysics, the methodology of theory
choice in philosophy, the nature of possible worlds and their role in semantics, plural quantification
compared to quantification into predicate position, communication across metaphysical disagreement, and
problems for truthmaker theory.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

This book untitled Modal Logic as Metaphysics to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Virgil Arriola:

Modal Logic as Metaphysics can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Modal Logic as Metaphysics nevertheless
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Kurt Rose:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Modal Logic as Metaphysics provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Darron Hiller:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Modal Logic as Metaphysics can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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