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“One man in his time plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages.”

In this illuminating, innovative biography, Jonathan Bate, one of today’s most accomplished Shakespearean
scholars, has found a fascinating new way to tell the story of the great dramatist. Using the Bard’s own
immortal list of a man’s seven ages in As You Like It, Bate deduces the crucial events of Shakespeare’s life
and connects them to his world and work as never before.

Here is the author as an infant, born into a world of plague and syphillis, diseases with which he became
closely familiar; as a schoolboy, a position he portrayed in The Merry Wives of Windsor, in which a clever,
cheeky lad named William learns Latin grammar; as a lover, married at eighteen to an older woman already
pregnant, perhaps presaging Bassanio, who in The Merchant of Venice won a wife who could save him from
financial ruin. Here, too, is Shakespeare as a soldier, writing Henry the Fifth’s St. Crispin’s Day speech, with
a nod to his own monarch Elizabeth I’s passionate addresses; as a justice, revealing his possible legal
training in his precise use of the law in plays from Hamlet to Macbeth; and as a pantaloon, an early retiree
because of, Bate postulates, either illness or a scandal. Finally, Shakespeare enters oblivion, with sonnets that
suggest he actively sought immortality through his art and secretly helped shape his posthumous image more
than anyone ever knew.

Equal parts masterly detective story, brilliant literary analysis, and insightful world history, Soul of the Age
is more than a superb new recounting of Shakespeare’s experiences; it is a bold and entertaining work of
scholarship and speculation, one that shifts from past to present, reality to the imagination, to reveal how this
unsurpassed artist came to be.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to
answer that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Soul of the Age: A
Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare to read.

Phyllis Callahan:

This Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare tend to be reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Soul of the Age: A Biography of the
Mind of William Shakespeare can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richard Swisher:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare this reserve consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Marjorie Cook:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of
William Shakespeare can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Soul of the



Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare.
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