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Thousands of men left their families for the bustling cities of nineteenth-century America, where many of
them found work as clerks. The Clerk's Tale recounts their remarkable story, describing the struggle of
aspiring businessmen to come of age at the dawn of the modern era. How did these young men understand
the volatile world of American capitalism and make sense of their place within it?

Thomas Augst follows clerks as they made their way through the boarding houses, parlors, and offices of the
big city. Tracing the course of their everyday lives, Augst shows how these young men used acts of reading
and writing to navigate the anonymous world of market culture and claim identities for themselves within it.
Clerks, he reveals, calculated their prospects in diaries, composed detailed letters to friends and family,
attended lectures by key thinkers of the day, joined libraries where they consumed fiction, all while wrestling
with the boredom of their work. What results, then, is a poignant look at the literary practices of ordinary
people and an affecting meditation on the moral lives of men in antebellum America.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Blackshear:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Clerk's Tale: Young Men and
Moral Life in Nineteenth-Century America will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Graham Ayala:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All
people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can do which. It
said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería
until university need that The Clerk's Tale: Young Men and Moral Life in Nineteenth-Century America to
read.

Richard Powe:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Clerk's Tale: Young Men and Moral
Life in Nineteenth-Century America is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Steven Evans:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Clerk's Tale: Young Men
and Moral Life in Nineteenth-Century America which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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