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This splendidly written volume takes the reader on a magnificent chronological tour through the revolutions
of thought that have forged the Western philosophical tradition from ancient times to the present.
Throughout, the six contributors-an internationally renowned team of philosophers including Roger Scruton,
Anthony Quinton, and Anthony Kenny-bring the astonishingly diverse, wide-ranging landscape of
intellectual history into sharp focus, emphasizing how notions seen today as part of an inevitable march of
ideas were in their own time often considered radical, if not revolutionary. Thus we are treated to lively
accounts of how Plato's "theory of forms" and Aristotle's pioneering exercises in logic broke with the past to
irrevocably alter the course of Western thought. The authors also reveal the relationships between landmark
thinkers, and the ways they drew on their intellectual heritage. They show, for instance, how St. Augustine
and Aquinas, though advancing the cause of Christian doctrine, picked up where their pagan Greek forebears
had left off. We witness how, during the Renaissance, the profound empiricist ideas underlying Descartes's
famous utterance- "I think, therefore I exist" -lived in a tense but complementary relationship with Locke's
rationalist theories. Moving into the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the book explores how Hume
greatly influenced Kant's conception of the "transcendental aesthetic," and how Hegel drew upon the lesser
known (but groundbreaking) work of Fichte and Schelling. The authors bring the story up to our own time,
vividly recounting the existential trend from Nietzsche ("God is dead") to Sartre, along with other
increasingly fractious schools of thought. Engagingly written and astonishingly far-reaching, The Oxford
History of Western Philosophy provides the consummate introduction to the intellectual bedrock upon which
Western civilization is built.
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From reader reviews:

Ramon Hudson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Oxford History of Western Philosophy. Try to the actual book The
Oxford History of Western Philosophy as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Teresa Graham:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Oxford
History of Western Philosophy suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Oxford History of Western Philosophyis a single of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Patricia Gagliano:

The e-book with title The Oxford History of Western Philosophy has lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Nancy Byrom:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Oxford History of Western
Philosophy can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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