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For over two centuries, America has celebrated the same African-American culture it attempts to control and
repress, and nowhere is this phenomenon more apparent than in the strange practice of blackface
performance. Born of extreme racial and class conflicts, the blackface minstrel show appropriated black
dialect, music, and dance; at once applauded and lampooned black culture; and, ironically, contributed to a
"blackening of America."

Drawing on recent research in cultural studies and social history, Eric Lott examines the role of the blackface
minstrel show in the political struggles of the years leading up to the Civil War. Reading minstrel music,
lyrics, jokes, burlesque skits, and illustrations in tandem with working-class racial ideologies and the
sex/gender system, Love and Theft argues that blackface minstrelsy both embodied and disrupted the racial
tendencies of itslargely white, male, working-class audiences. Underwritten by envy aswell as repulsion,
sympathetic identification as well as fear--a diaectic of "love and theft"--the minstrel show continually
transgressed the color line even asit enabled the formation of a self-consciously white working class. Lott
exposes minstrelsy as asignifier for multiple breaches: the rift between high and low cultures, the
commodification of the dispossessed by the empowered, the attraction mixed with guilt of whites caught in
the act of cultural thievery.

This new edition celebrates the twentieth anniversary of thislandmark volume. It features a new foreword by
renowned critic Greil Marcus that discusses the book's influence on American cultural studies aswell asits
relationship to Bob Dylan's 2001 album of the same name, "Love & Theft." In addition, Lott has written a
new afterword that extends the study's range to the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:
Robbie Stamant:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do
that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the
American Working Class (Race and American Culture). All type of book are you able to see on many
methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Diana Rush:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usualy option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American
Working Class (Race and American Culture) can be great book to read. May beit isusually best activity to
you.

Bessie Scudder:

The particular book Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and
American Culture) has alot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage.
The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book.
Thiskind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Tom Salgado:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get itin
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the
American Working Class (Race and American Culture) can give you alot of good friends because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So, why
hesitate? L et us have Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and
American Culture).
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