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In September 1958, Guinea claimed its independence, rejecting a constitution that would have relegated it to
junior partnership in the French Community. In all the French empire, Guinea was the only territory to vote
“No.” Orchestrating the “No” vote was the Guinean branch of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain
(RDA), an alliance of political parties with affiliates in French West and Equatorial Africa and the United
Nations trusts of Togo and Cameroon. Although Guinea’s stance vis-à-vis the 1958 constitution has been
recognized as unique, until now the historical roots of this phenomenon have not been adequately explained.

Clearly written and free of jargon, Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea argues that Guinea’s vote for
independence was the culmination of a decade-long struggle between local militants and political leaders for
control of the political agenda. Since 1950, when RDA representatives in the French parliament severed their
ties to the French Communist Party, conservative elements had dominated the RDA. In Guinea, local cadres
had opposed the break. Victimized by the administration and sidelined by their own leaders, they quietly
rebuilt the party from the base. Leftist militants, their voices muted throughout most of the decade, gained
preeminence in 1958, when trade unionists, students, the party’s women’s and youth wings, and other
grassroots actors pushed the Guinean RDA to endorse a “No” vote. Thus, Guinea’s rejection of the proposed
constitution in favor of immediate independence was not an isolated aberration. Rather, it was the outcome
of years of political mobilization by activists who, despite Cold War repression, ultimately pushed the
Guinean RDA to the left.

The significance of this highly original book, based on previously unexamined archival records and oral
interviews with grassroots activists, extends far beyond its primary subject. In illuminating the Guinean case,
Elizabeth Schmidt helps us understand the dynamics of decolonization and its legacy for postindependence
nation-building in many parts of the developing world.

Examining Guinean history from the bottom up, Schmidt considers local politics within the larger context of
the Cold War, making her book suitable for courses in African history and politics, diplomatic history, and
Cold War history.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Nguyen:

This Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies) book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958
(Western African Studies) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't be worry Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African
Studies) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958
(Western African Studies) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Kurt Rose:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African
Studies) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Clarence Jenkins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Cold War and Decolonization in
Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Pitts:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea,
1946-1958 (Western African Studies) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies) has many kinds or



genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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