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Throughout the Cold War, the Soviet Union deplored the treatment of African Americans by the U.S.
government as proof of hypocrisy in the American promises of freedom and equality. This probing history
examines government attempts to manipulate international perceptions of U.S. race relations during the Cold
War by sending African American athletes abroad on goodwill tours and in international competitions as
cultural ambassadors and visible symbols of American values.
 
Damion L. Thomas follows the State Department's efforts from 1945 to 1968 to showcase prosperous
African American athletes including Jackie Robinson, Jesse Owens, and the Harlem Globetrotters as the
preeminent citizens of the African Diaspora, rather than as victims of racial oppression. With athletes in
baseball, track and field, and basketball, the government relied on figures whose fame carried the desired
message to countries where English was little understood. However, eventually African American athletes
began to provide counter-narratives to State Department claims of American exceptionalism, most notably
with Tommie Smith and John Carlos's famous black power salute at the 1968 Mexico City Olympics.
 
Exploring the geopolitical significance of racial integration in sports during the early days of the Cold War,
this book looks at the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations' attempts to utilize sport to overcome hostile
international responses to the violent repression of the civil rights movement in the United States.
Highlighting how African American athletes responded to significant milestones in American racial justice
such as the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision and the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
Thomas surveys the shifting political landscape during this period as African American athletes increasingly
resisted being used in State Department propaganda and began to use sports to challenge continued
oppression.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer
that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Globetrotting:
African American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) to read.

David Busby:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the reserve untitled Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) can
be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mildred Miller:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Globetrotting: African American
Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people
to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold
War Politics (Sport and Society) become your own starter.

Anthony Carter:

This Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) is great book for
you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Globetrotting: African American Athletes and Cold War Politics (Sport and Society) in
your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-



book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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