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Living and dying with bravery and honor is at the heart of Hagakure, a series of texts written by an
eighteenth-century samurai, Yamamoto Tsunetomo. It is a window into the samurai mind, illuminating the
concept of bushido (the Way of the Warrior), which dictated how samurai were expected to behave, conduct
themselves, live, and die. While Hagakure was for many years a secret text known only to the warrior vassals
of the Nabeshima clan to which the author belonged, it later came to be recognized as a classic exposition of
samurai thought.

The original Hagakure consists of over 1,300 short texts that Tsunetomo dictated to a younger samurai over
a seven-year period. William Scott Wilson has selected and translated here three hundred of the most
representative of those texts to create an accessible distillation of this guide for samurai. No other translator
has so thoroughly and eruditely rendered this text into English.

For this edition, Wilson has added a new introduction that casts Hagakure in a different light than ever
before. Tsunetomo refers to bushido as “the Way of death,” a description that has held a morbid fascination
for readers over the years. But in Tsunetomo’s time, bushido was a nuanced concept that related heavily to
the Zen concept of muga, the “death” of the ego. Wilson’s revised introduction gives the historical and
philosophical background for that more metaphorical reading of Hagakure, and through this lens, the classic
takes on a fresh and nuanced appeal.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

The book Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Hagakure:
The Book of the Samurai? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Segal:

The reserve untitled Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai is the e-book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Cheryl Steele:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai.

Robert Murphy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai
reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai as
good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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