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From Book 1: From the author of the extraordinary Vampire Chronicles comes a huge, hypnotic novel of
witchcraft and the occult through four centuries.

Demonstrating, once again, her gift for spellbinding storytelling and the creation of legend, Anne Rice makes
real for us a great dynasty of witches--a family given to poetry and to incest, to murder and to philosophy; a
family that, over the ages, is itself haunted by a powerful, dangerous, and seductive being.

On the veranda of a great New Orleans house, now faded, a mute and fragile woman sits rocking . . . and
The Witching Hour begins.

It begins in our time with a rescue at sea.  Rowan Mayfair, a beautiful woman, a brilliant practitioner of
neurosurgery--aware that she has special powers but unaware that she comes from an ancient line of witches-
-finds the drowned body of a man off the coast of California and brings him to life.  He is Michael Curry,
who was born in New Orleans and orphaned in childhood by fire on Christmas Eve, who pulled himself up
from poverty, and who now, in his brief interval of death, has acquired a sensory power that mystifies and
frightens him.

As these two, fiercely drawn to each other, fall in love and--in passionate alliance--set out to solve the
mystery of her past and his unwelcome gift, the novel moves backward and forward in time from today's
New Orleans and San Francisco to long-ago Amsterdam and a château in the France of Louis XIV.  An
intricate tale of evil unfolds--an evil unleashed in seventeenth-century Scotland, where the first "witch,"
Suzanne of the Mayfair, conjures up the spirit she names Lasher . . . a creation that spells her own
destruction and torments each of her descendants in turn.

From the coffee plantations of Port au Prince, where the great Mayfair fortune is made and the legacy of
their dark power is almost destroyed, to Civil War New Orleans, as Julien--the clan's only male to be
endowed with occult powers--provides for the dynasty its foothold in America, the dark, luminous story
encompasses dramas of seduction and death, episodes of tenderness and healing.  And always--through peril
and escape, tension and release--there swirl around us the echoes of eternal war: innocence versus the
corruption of the spirit, sanity against madness, life against death.  With a dreamlike power, the novel draws
us, through circuitous, twilight paths, to the present and Rowan's increasingly inspired and risky moves in
the merciless game that binds her to her heritage. And in New Orleans, on Christmas Eve, this strangest of
family sagas is brought to its startling climax.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Lives of Mayfair Witches (3 Book Series).
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
the book Lives of Mayfair Witches (3 Book Series). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Nona Whitehouse:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Lives of Mayfair Witches (3 Book Series)
will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Wendell Nadeau:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Lives of Mayfair Witches
(3 Book Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Samantha Smith:

The book Lives of Mayfair Witches (3 Book Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over
this book.
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