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From the acclaimed translators Richard Pevear and Larissa V olokhonsky comes a new trandation of the first
great prison memoir: Fyodor Dostoevsky’ s fictionalized account of his life-changing penal servitudein
Siberia.

In 1849 Dostoevsky was sentenced to four years at hard labor in a Siberian prison camp for his participation
in a utopian socialist discussion group. The account he wrote after his release, based on notes he smuggled
out, was the first book to reveal life inside the Russian penal system. The book not only brought him fame
but also founded the tradition of Russian prison writing.

Notes from a Dead House (sometimes translated as The House of the Dead) is filled with vivid detail s of
brutal punishments, shocking conditions, feuds and betrayals, and the psychological effects of the loss of
freedom, but it also describes moments of comedy and acts of kindness. There are grotesgue bathhouse and
hospital scenes that seem to have come straight from Dante’s Inferno, alongside daring escape attempts,
doomed acts of defiance, and a theatrical Christmas celebration that draws the entire community together in a
temporary suspension of their grim readlity.

To get past government censors, Dostoevsky made his narrator a common-law criminal rather than a political
prisoner, but the perspective is unmistakably his own. Hisincarceration was a transformative experience that
nourished all hislater works, particularly Crime and Punishment. Dostoevsky’ s narrator discovers that even
among the most debased criminals there are strong and beautiful souls. His story reveals the prison as a
tragedy both for the inmates and for Russig; it is, finally, a profound meditation on freedom: “The prisoner
himself knows that he is a prisoner; but no brands, no fetters will make him forget that he is a human being.”
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From reader reviews:
Jonah Masten:

Now aday people that Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Notes from a Dead House book as this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
thereisno doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary McKay:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Notes from a Dead House,
you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Leo Oshorne:

That publication can make you to fed relax. This book Notes from a Dead House was colorful and of course
has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Notes from a Dead House has many kinds or genre. Start

from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Robert Howard:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media socia such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just in search of the Notes from a Dead House when you necessary it?
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